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STEM Innovations Award
Independence Elementary STEM is the 2022 recipient of
the STEM Innovations Award. This is quite the honor as
this is given to only one elementary school in Minnesota
every year. Independence was recognized for our
successful transition to a STEM school that began in
the fall of 2019. Aspects that were highlighted
included:
1. The STEM-specific course work (Innovative Arts, Launch,
and Engineering) that all our students participate in
every year.
2. Our STEM Lab that provides students learning space and
experiences to engage in learning through the 4Cs and
the Engineering Design Process.
3. STEM practices that are intentionally and continuously
integrated into all classrooms across all content areas.
4. Continued focus on Community Partners and providing
our students with a community and global perspective.

Superintendent Truebenbach and I attended the Minnesota Elementary
School Principal Association (MESPA) Awards ceremony where
Independence was presented with this award. You can click here to
read the full press release, but below is a snippet that is found on the
MESPA's website.
Independence Elementary transitioned to a STEM
school in September 2019 and serves third, fourth,
and fifth-grade students in the Big Lake Schools
district. In spite of the interruptions from the COVID19 pandemic, they continue to meet high expectations
for engaged learning and collaboration. According to
their data, during the 2020-21 school year teachers at
Independence spent about 29% of class time engaged
in effective collaboration with their students, a big
increase from their goal of 20%.
“STEM is not a separate thing, it’s not a separate class,”
said Principal Jona Deavel, “STEM to us is something
that happens across all content areas and in all parts of
[student] learning.” Students at Independence
Elementary STEM take part in three STEM courses
every year, and regularly complete challenges in the
school’s STEM lab. Deavel attributes the success and
sustainability of the programming to the teachers and
staff at Independence Elementary STEM who have
worked tirelessly to successfully implement STEMbased learning and strategies into everyday lessons in
all classrooms.
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By Principal Deavel

Last chance to purchase a 2021-22
yearbook as our deadline for
ordering is February 28th. Please
click here for more information on
how to get your child's yearbook.

Minnesota Zoo STEM Design Finalists
Earlier this school year eight groups of 5th grade students worked on the ZOOMS
STEM Design Challenge during their BEE Time enrichment class with Mrs.
Mueller. This project is presented by Flint Hills Resources and offers students a
chance to develop a solution to a real problem faced by staff at the Minnesota
Zoo. Students used the engineering design process to guide their research and
then to create a model of a new habitat for the gray wolves. The challenge
engages students as they apply their science and math knowledge, creativity, and
problem solving skills to best solve this real world problem. The eight groups
presented their work to a panel of school judges. Three groups were then chosen
to submit their work to the Minnesota Zoo. After a panel of judges at the zoo
analyzed submissions, one group has been selected to attend a formal judging at
the zoo on March 8, 2022. Congratulations and good luck to Jaylen Rand, Mason
Tvrdik, and Peter Mattison!

School Finalists:
Elizabeth Stegora,
Sophia Marier, Jaylen
Rand, Mason Tvrdik,
Peter Mattison,
Landon Campbell,
Aiden Laney
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Mark Your
Calendars for our
District STEM
Night!!

The human brain is not wired to read. In fact, there
is no single part of the human brain designated as
the reading center. Instead, as we read, various
areas, which have to be explicitly taught to work
together, are activated to perform the different
tasks required for reading!
Our Independence third graders have begun an
exciting journey to develop those neural pathways
with a new curricular resource called Fundations.
This program focuses on phonics learning and
knowledge to support reading, writing, and spelling
development. Fundations cultivates our students’
phonics knowledge through intentionally teaching
the system of how words work, and using explicit
instruction methods for phonics and spelling.
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March 31st
5 - 7:30pm
BL Middle School
Our first District STEM
Night took place in
February 2020 at
Independence and
was a great success!
We are excited to
bring this back to our
schools and families!
Please watch for more
details as we get
closer to STEM Night!
By Principal Deavel

Fundations Continued
In a Fundations lesson, students experience the
English language from individual units of sound
all the way to complete sentences in their
writing and the stories they read. Each lesson
is filled with multi-sensory learning activities
and a special friend, Baby Echo, who helps lead
the way.
Students are able to break the code of reading
by having both sound knowledge and print
knowledge. With the addition of Fundations, we
are bolstering both areas for our students and
growing strong readers!

Please Consider Applying for Our
Open Positions!
We are currently hiring for the following
positions:
Substitute Teachers
Substitute Education Assistants
Recess & Lunchroom Monitors and
Substitutes
Bus Drivers
PBIS
Child Care Support
Visit our website at
https://www.biglakeschools.org/domain/3
4 to view and apply for our open
positions.
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Call for Community Partners!
We are looking to grow our community
partnerships with community businesses.
Our goal is for our students to learn from
community organizations and companies,
while serving and supporting our community.
We would love to partner with any
interested organization--either in Big Lake,
our surrounding communities, or beyond!
If you would like to learn more about this partnership, please contact Mr. Pierce
at 763-262-7259.
We want to thank our community members for their great generosity in
providing PBIS donations for our students and staff. Thank you to Big Lake
Dairy Queen, Big Lake Subway, McPete's, Big Lake Coborns, Grind Nutrition,
Saint Cloud State University, and MN Timberwolves!

Important Reminders
Conferences are coming up! This is a great time to connect with
your child's teacher to continue a strong partnership for the
remainder of the school year. Conferences will be held Thursday,
March 10th from 3pm - 7pm and Monday, March 14th from
7:30am - 7:30pm. Please watch Seesaw later this month to signup for your conference time.
While you are here for conferences or sometime prior, please
stop by our lost and found to claim any of your child's belongings.
All Items that remain will be donated following conferences.
A reminder that students should not arrive prior to 7:25am, as our
doors are not open and we do not have supervision prior to then.
If you have students at both Indy and Liberty, Liberty has
arranged for you to drop your students off here first between our
drop off window (7:25 - 7:35am), and warmly welcomes your child
at the time they are able to arrive at Liberty!
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