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Wide Course Selection
Our high school students choose from 150+ courses
including AP, PSEO, college-in-the-classroom, STEM,
online and technical education classes.
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PLTW District
All schools offer Project Lead the Way (PLTW) courses
that focus on computer science, engineering and robotics.
Students engage in hands-on activities that empower
them to solve real-world challenges.

Very Popular

ECFE Program

Good Citizenship
Students districtwide experience curriculum focused on
good citizenship, from learning what it means to be part of
a community to actively engaging in the community.
Focused on Support
We pride ourselves on having incredible licensed support
staff who help students navigate life’s challenges so they
can focus on what’s important - learning. This includes
school counselors, social workers, psychologists, etc.
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Child Care
Activities

40+ After-School
Activities
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Small School Advantage. Big School Opportunities.
At Big Lake Schools, we pride ourselves on being the perfect size. We are small enough to offer
the many benefits that come with being a small school district, but we are large enough to be
able to offer exceptional programming that only large districts are able to offer.

ACADEMIC BENEFITS OF SMALL SCHOOLS
•
•
•
•
•

Dropout rates are significantly lower
Students have higher grade-point averages
Students have better attendance records
Fewer students fail courses
Students demonstrate persistence toward graduation

{

}

Did you know we have
less disciplinary issues
than most MN districts
of a similar size?
Source: MDE Website 2017-18

						
GREATER EXPECTATIONS

Our teachers expect more from their students
because they take the time to learn about each
student and develop an interest in each student’s
success. Teachers also expect more out of each
other because of increased collaboration and
professional development opportunities.
Additionally, our staff have greater contact with
parents and see them as an important element in
student success.

{

WHERE EVERYONE KNOWS YOUR NAME
Anonymity doesn’t exist at Big Lake Schools.
Our staff are proud to know students by name.
Research has shown that being known by
your teachers and peers makes a difference in
both student achievement and creating a safe
environment.
Because students know one another, they take
more responsibility for their own behavior and
the behavior of their classmates.

}

Did you know Big Lake is
#1 in the state for the ratio
of National Board Certified
teachers to students?

OFFERINGS ABOVE & BEYOND THE BASICS

• At Big Lake Schools, the core subjects of math, language arts, social studies and science take
center stage; however, we also offer courses that go outside the basics and challenge students.
• Unique to Big Lake is our focus on citizenship. Students at all grade levels are exposed to
curriculum aimed at teaching the importance of good citizenship, being part of a community,
and healthy relationships; both in-person and online.
• Districtwide, students take part in physical education, STEM, art, music, media and
technology classes. We also offer a wide variety of gifted and talented programming for those
students whose academic abilies have surpassed their peers.
• Our high school offers a nationally-acclaimed apprenticeship program that pairs students
with local businesses interested in teaching students about their industry, and workplace
technical and soft skills.

ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS
Big Lake Community Education provides educational and
recreational programs aimed at enhancing the lives of
individuals and families. Our offerings educate, entertain and
motivate all ages!

Programs & Services
• Youth and Adult Classes - enrichment, fitness, recreation,
trips, camps, gymnastics, swimming and more! There’s
something for everybody!
• Adult Basic Education - study to earn your GED, learn to
speak English, or increase basic skills in math and literacy.
• Adults with Disabilities - classes available to those with a
disability, 16+ years old through Opening Doors program.
• Early Childhood Education Classes - open to children
ages birth to kindergarten entrance and their caregivers.
Classes consist of open play, reading stories, singing songs,
parent discussion and more!
• Early Childhood Screening - is your child 3 years old?
Then it’s time to screen! Contact us for an appointment.
• Preschool - Little Learners Preschool is open to potty
trained 3, 4 and 5 year olds who are ready to learn while
having fun in a caring environment.
• Child Care - available for school-age children is our Kids
Club child care program, and children enrolled in Little
Learners Preschool can attend our Hive Time program.

Watch your
mailbox for our
quar terly class
catalogs!
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ABOUT OUR PROGRAM
Together, families with children birth to before kindergarten
entrance, engage in activities and experiences led by licensed
staff that nurture children’s social, emotional, cognitive,
physical, and language skills.

A Typical ECFE Class Includes:
• Family Time: families enjoy a safe classroom filled with
developmentally-appropriate learning activities, such as
art, blocks, puppets and sensory play. A portion of this
is spent in “circle time,” where parents, children and
teachers come together to sing, read and participate in
literacy-rich music and movement activities.
• Adult Discussion: adults join together for a discussion
group lead by a licensed parent educator. Each session,
joys and concerns are shared, in addition to topics
pertaining to child development. Depending on the
class, discussions occur either within the classroom
(non-separating) or in a nearby parent education room
(separating).
• Children’s Time: while parents are in discussion,
children participate in child-directed, play-based activities
facilitated by a licensed Early Childhood teacher. Teachers
prepare the classrooms using developmentally-appropriate
research-based curriculum that focuses on meeting each
child’s individual needs and development.
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Class Options

ECFE classes are based on the age of your child(ren), and are traditionally offered 1-2 times per
week. We also have drop-in classes where registration is not needed, and one-time class special
events. View all of our class options in the quarterly Big Lake Community Education catalog or
online at biglakece.com.

Participant Outcomes

At the end of a class section, participants walk
away feeling validated, informed, and energized!
You’ll take away new learning-based songs to
sing, activities to play, and lots of parenting
perspectives to ponder. Many participants also
gain lifelong friends!

Affordable For All

While many of our classes and special events
are free, we offer scholarships and a sliding fee scale for families who can’t afford the price of our
classes with costs. See the Big Lake Community Education class catalog or our website for the
sliding fee scale.

Early Childhood Screening

Early Childhood Screening is a quick and simple check of how your child is developing.
Between the ages of 3 and 4 is the prime time to screen to ensure your child is on track for
school success.
Screening covers:
• Immunization records
• Hearing and vision
• Large and small muscles

• Height and weight
• Thinking, language and communication
• Social and emotional development

Screenings are done by appointment only. Visit biglakeschools.org/ECS.
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Liberty Elementary School
17901 205th Ave NW, Big Lake, MN 55309
763-262-3233 | biglakece.com

Little
Learners
Preschool
Big Lake Schools

ABOUT OUR PROGRAM
Here’s a Little Bit About Us

Little Learners is a Big Lake Schools preschool program located
in Liberty Elementary School for potty-trained 3, 4 and 5 year
olds. We focus on helping young students acquire the skills and
attitudes necessary to begin their journey as lifelong learners!
Our teachers carefully plan lessons using research-based
curriculum and teaching strategies that meet the individual
learning needs of each child.

Our Teachers are Amazing!

Little Learners teachers are out-of-this-world amazing! Not
only are they licensed, highly educated, and specially trained
in early childhood, they are some of the most caring people
you will ever meet! Both parents and children rave about our
amazing teachers.

Our Curriculum is Top-notch!

Teachers use The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool in all
classrooms. This comprehensive research-based curriculum
features exploration and discovery as a way of learning.
Students build confidence, creativity and critical thinking skills
by engaging in hands-on, project-based investigations. We place
a strong emphasis on teaching social emotional skills necessary
for learning success - all while having fun and being active!
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Class Options

We offer class sections for 3 year olds, 3.5 to 4 year olds, and 4 to 5 year olds. Depending on your
child’s age, sections meet 1-4 days a week in the morning or afternoon. Check our website for
information on specific class sections available.

Daily Activities

Students engage in outdoor play, snacks, story
time, music and movement, teacher-directed
small and large group activities, and childdirected activities in learning centers. Learning
centers include art and creativity, science, math
and manipulatives, language and literacy,
block and building, dramatic play, sensory, and
technology.

Communication

During every class you will receive information and updates through the SeeSaw app, which
allows our teachers to document your preschooler’s day. You’ll receive updates about your
student’s learning experiences, photos, and instant messages. You can also message your
student’s teacher through the app.

Transportation Available

Hive Time Child Care

Hive Time is a wrap-around child care option available
for children who are enrolled in our Little Learners
Preschool program. Curriculum during Hive Time
mirrors what children are learning in preschool.
Hive Time is open M-F from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. during the
school year and summer. Closed most holidays.

We are proud to offer
fee-based busing for
children who are 4+
years old by the start
of the school year.

Transportation is provided by
Vision Transportation.

Little
LP er easrcnheorosl
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Liberty Elementary School
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ABOUT OUR PROGRAM
Kids Club is a Big Lake Community Ed program that offers
before and after school child care in a fun, safe environment.
Our program is more than just child care; we offer a wide
variety of programming that includes arts and crafts, physical
education, outdoor games and more!

What Ages Can Go?

Kids Club is open to students in kindergarten all the way to 9th
grade. Have a child in Little Learners Preschool? Check out our
Hive Time child care program.

When is Kids Club Open?

Kids Club is open from 6 a.m. - 6 p.m., Monday - Friday. It’s a
great option for non-school days and summer too!

Where is Kids Club at?

We have two convenient locations: grades K-2 attend Liberty
Elementary and grades 3-9 attend Independence Elementary.

What if I can’t afford child care?

Financial assistance and scholarships are available. Please call
for more information and eligibility.

Where Do I Register?

To register, or for the most up-to-date rates, visit biglakece.com
or call 763-262-8107.

17901 205th Ave NW, Big Lake, MN 55309 | 763-262-8107 | biglakece.com

Liberty
Elementary

K - 2nd
Grade

School Day Hours: 8:45-3:30
17901 205th Avenue
763-262-8100
Principal: Caryl Gordy
c.gordy@biglakeschools.org

About Liberty School
• Our youngest learners start their educational
journey at Liberty, which houses kindergarten
through second grade.

• Staff focus on teaching students about community,
and how each student plays a role in creating a
positive environment.

• Early childhood family education and preschool
classes are also held at Liberty, which creates a
very smooth transition to kindergarten for children
and families.

• Students are introduced to STEM programming
during STEAM days held throughout the school
year. This program focuses on developing handson problem solvers and great collaborators. STEM
curriculum is available districtwide.

• Liberty teachers utilize a family communication
app called Seesaw to update parents throughout
the week with pictures and instant messages.

653

students

17:1

• Liberty develops lifelong learners by making
learning fun through special events like pumpkin
parades, Upstander Day, Dr. Seuss’ birthday
celebration, and many more.

students:teachers

• Liberty students follow the district’s behavior
philosophy, the Hornet Way. This behavior model
focuses on 5 traits: respect, honesty, kindness,
responsibility, and fairness. Students’ dedication to
this model creates a safe, bully-free atmosphere.

58%
of teachers hold a
Master’s Degree

81%
of teachers have

3+ years of
experience

Have questions? Ready for a tour?
Please feel free to contact the school’s main
office at 763-262-8100 or email Principal
Gordy. If you have questions not specific to
Liberty School, please contact our District
Office at 763-262-2536 or email
communications@biglakeschools.org.
Source: MN Dept of Education School Report Card 2018-2019

Independence
Elementary STEM

3rd - 5th
Grade

School Day Hours: 8:55-3:40
701 Minnesota Ave
763-262-2537
Principal: Jona Deavel
j.deavel@biglakeschools.org

About Independence School
• Became a STEM (science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics) school in September 2019,
and every year continues to make learning more
engaged through STEM-driven curriculum.

753

students

17:1

• Teachers effectively deliver Minnesota’s grade
level academic standards to students through
the use of hands-on projects and activities that
heavily engage students. This engagement level
is the core of STEM Education. STEM principles
are embedded in teachers’ everyday lesson plans.
In addition to core subjects, students rotate each
trimester between STEM-focused classes. Students
also attend music and physical education classes
on alternating days.

students:teachers

• The importance of citizenship, community and
relationships is woven throughout curriculum. A
key component to this is the school’s Community
Connection program where each classroom is
paired with a local organization. Students and
employees/members of the organization meet
multiple times during the year for collaborative
activities.
• Students follow the district’s behavior philosophy,
the Hornet Way. This behavior model focuses on 5
traits: respect, honesty, kindness, responsibility,
and fairness. Independence is a safe, welcoming,
and caring community because all community
members exhibit these positive behavior traits.

56%
of teachers hold a
Master’s Degree

90%
of teachers have

3+ years of
experience

Have questions? Ready for a tour?
Please feel free to contact the school’s main
office at 763-262-2537 or email Principal
Deavel. If you have questions not specific to
this school, please contact our District Office
at 763-262-2536 or email
communications@biglakeschools.org.
Source: MN Dept of Education School Report Card 2018-2019

Big Lake
Middle School

6th - 8th
Grade

School Day Hours: 7:30-2:15
601 Minnesota Ave
763-262-2567
Principal: Mark Ernst
m.ernst@biglakeschools.org

About Big Lake Middle School
• To ease the transition to middle school, sixth
graders are assigned to teams. This configuration
allows students to attend classes with the same
group of students all year.

for the 21st Century such as critical thinking,
creativity, collaboration, and communication.
Students are exposed to many robot challenges
and 3D printing opportunities.
• As a Positive Behavioral Interventions and
Supports (PBIS) school, staff encourage good
behavior and focus on prevention, not punishment.
The PBIS behavior model has dramatically
minimized negative behaviors contributing to a
welcoming environment for all learners.

• Project Lead the Way (PLTW) classes are in full
force with three unit offerings: computer science,
design/modeling and automation/robotics. These
courses help students develop essential skills

• Offers a wide variety of after-school activities
such as Geography Bee, Knowledge Bowl, Math
Masters, Student Council, and 20+ MN High
School League athletics.

734

students

19:1

• Districtwide focus on citizenship is taken up
a notch at the middle school with a line up
of enrichment classes such as interpersonal
communications, mentoring, civil citizenship,
mindset matters, service learning projects, teen
life, and many more.

students:teachers

83%
of teachers hold a
Master’s Degree

93%
of teachers have

3+ years
of experience

Have questions? Ready for a tour?
Please feel free to contact the school’s main
office at 763-262-2567 or email Principal
Ernst. If you have questions not specific to
this school, please contact our District Office
at 763-262-2536 or email
communications@biglakeschools.org.
Source: MN Dept of Education School Report Card 2018-2019

Big Lake
High School

9th - 12th
Grade

School Day Hours: 7:30-2:15
501 Minnesota Ave
763-262-2547
Principal: Bob Dockendorf
b.dockendorf@biglakeschools.org

About Big Lake High School
• Teachers focus on building positive relationships
with students, and being easily accessible
through programs like STING (Student Targeted
Instruction and Goals) to provide academic
support.
• Career pathways program allows students to
explore different career interests by offering a
sequence of interconnected academic classes
revolving around a subject or industry theme.

students

93%

901

graduation rate

• Districtwide focus on STEM comes full circle at the
high school where students will find many Project
Lead the Way (PLTW) courses to take at every
grade level.

• Home to REAL (relevant experience through
apprenticeship learning) - an award winning
college and career readiness program. REAL
focuses on providing students with hands-on
learning opportunities through apprenticeships,
entrepreneurships, and on-the-job training.
• Motivated, college-bound students can start
earning college credits early by taking advanced
placement (AP), college in the classroom (CIC), or
post-secondary education option (PSEO) classes.
• Students can choose from 40+ afterschool activities
in athletics, fine arts and clubs. Big Lake is a
member of the Mississippi 8 conference.

73%
of teachers hold a
Master’s Degree

96%
of teachers have

3+ years
of experience

Have questions? Ready for a tour?
Please feel free to contact the school’s main
office at 763-262-2547 or email Principal
Dockendorf. If you have questions not
specific to this school, please contact our
District Office at 763-262-2536 or email
communications@biglakeschools.org
Source: MN Dept of Education School Report Card 2018-2019

